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Hr. Eugene Kinkead 
The New Yorker 
25 uut 43 Strut 
NW York 56, N.Y. 

I 

0-r Hr. Klnkead: 

Your letter of the 24th has just arrived hare, having bean forwarded fran 
Wisconsin. 

It Is neither surprising nor diragreaable that the NW Yorker and yourself 
should pick up an interest in planetary biology and the Cetox problm, and one 
could hardly hope fop 8 better vehicle by which to infona the educated public. 
Frankly, my maln concern is that policies are being made right now by discus- 
sions in scientific and Nfiainlstpattvo circles, that my own views arm perhaps 
as vahaaent as are balng advanced now, and that the Now Yorker might be mis- 
COnStfWd as M inapt V6hiClo fOf pfoSSing these via#S on my SCimtifiC COI- 
l8agu8S. On the other hand, the question of “1 ifo on other worlds” is probably 
the wolghtisst sci~ntiflc issue in rpaca research, and certainly tha one in 
which the general public is most likely to be concerned. The social invost- 
ment In our missile progry~ is trwndous and the public should bo informed. 
You should be sure, however, to distinguish authoritative from, private opinions. 
I would ppefrf to peach my scientific colleagues through customary channels and 
not projudica the sobor appraisal of my own opinions by having tham pramaturaly 
colored by too easy misconstructions and lurid journalism, as I am afraid may 
ml I happen in other srstions of the press than your own. 

You have my full approval to use any material that 0~s. Bronk, Porter or 
Berkner f-Is Is ready for raloaso at this timo (the story begins Docamber 1951 
by the way) or, it goes WT without saying, anything that has been published. 
A number of technical reports l rsbbeing paepapsd hero and in tha ust: I suggest 
you consult Dr. Bruno Ross1 at HIT, Hugh Odishm at WAS in Washington and Robert 
Jastrow at NASA for any of thfs. Donald Hughes at Brookhaven (Upton, L.I.) will 
have gone to CETEX at The Hague next wuk; it is problomatlcal whether I will 
mysal f. 

AS a point of color, you might bo interbatod In the imu&iate origin of my own 
concern. As a pn8ticlst, I have of courso been deeply interested in theoretical 
questions of tha origin and distribution of life, and have followed the astrono- 
mical 1 itorature (and more distantly the astronautIcal anticipations) for sane 
time. I spent the fall of I957 (thaip spring) at helbarrne, Australia and sm 
Sputnik I down there almost ilancrdiately after its first sighting. Wy wife and I 
returned from Australia via India and land4 at Calcutta the evening of Novaabar 
7, 1957. This happenod to ba the wsion of a lunar eclipse, and hordes of 
poopI* wore fn the w streets, individually and in processions, many of 
thm going for ritual Inversions in the ganges. Tha put of the population was 
watchlng intmtly at the ul lpsed moon fully expecting soma manifestation of 
a Sputnik ii landing there with some massive doposit of 8 marker dye of whatnot. 
The ‘whatnot” has Jtuck in my own mind as a potmtlal hazard of inestimable 
magnitude for ultimate bIologIcal -loration of the moon, and much more par- 
ticularly of the waror planets. 



As you know, proposals l for thfr kind of dmonstration have been discussed 
in meny circles: cf. Time, June 23, 19% (p.44); Alsop,r erticie in the Wesh. 
Post for Feb. 21, 19%. Now thet the first hysteria over Sputnik has partty 
abeted, it seems doubtful that @demonstrations1 will take priority over serious 
srientIfic objectivq The imediate problem now is to deviso tangible expari- 
aents that can give US Information on the existence end character of living 
four oh other planets within the limitations of rocJcot probes. 

I m not 8nticIpatIng making MY trips east during the next few months; how- 
ever If Stahford (I.e. San Pramisco) Is In effect closer to yuu than Hedlson 
I -Id be happy to see you hare. It is also possible that I can collect more 
bwJcground for your use after the Cetex meeting. 

I we mclosing some material that has b-n published or already widely iis- 
rurrinated. 

Yours sinc*foly, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Pfofessof of genetics 

CC: iiugh Odlshrw 


